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Abstract 
This research paper conducts a meticulous analysis of Arvind Adiga's celebrated novel, The White Tiger, 
with a primary focus on unraveling the intricate themes of social inequality that pervades contemporary 
Indian society. The narrative revolves around Balram Halwai, a young protagonist hailing from an 
impoverished rural background who embarks on a remarkable journey towards entrepreneurial success 
in the bustling city of Delhi. Through Balram's transformational odyssey, the novel serves as a searing 
indictment of the deep-rooted social disparities and endemic corruption endemic within India. It portrays 
the corrupt and exploitative facets of the Indian business and political systems, perpetuating the chasm 
of social inequality and obstructing upward mobility for the marginalized and underprivileged segments 
of society. By meticulously scrutinizing the characters and narrative elements of the novel, this study 
unveils the profound disparities existing among diverse socio-economic strata while laying bare the 
corrupt mechanisms that sustain these inequalities. This study also depicts the corrupt and exploitative 
nature of the Indian business and political systems, which perpetuate social inequality and hinder upward 
mobility for those who are underprivileged. The analysis and interpretation shed light on the ways in which 
the novel highlights these systemic issues and their profound impact on individuals and communities.  
The study also reveals the profound disparities between different socio-economic groups and exposes 
the corrupt systems that perpetuate these inequalities. The findings of this research highlight the 
importance of literature in addressing and challenging societal issues, providing valuable insights into the 
complexities of social structures and the struggles individuals face in their pursuit of liberation. 
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Introduction 
The intricate interplay between societal disparities and ethical erosion has been a topic of longstanding 
reflection and scrutiny. In the context of modern India, a nation marked by its diverse cultural heritage 
and impressive economic advancement, the harsh realities of social inequality and corruption persist as 
intricate challenges warranting careful examination. This study aims to shed light on the subtleties of 
these concerns through an exhaustive analysis of Arvind Adiga's captivating novel, The White Tiger. 
Positioned at the intersection of literature, social critique and cultural exploration, this research delves 
into the book's portrayal of an India where the gap between the privileged elite and the marginalized 
majority is not mere coincidence but rather an embedded facet of the societal structure. Adiga's The 
White Tiger traces the journey of Balram Halwai, a destitute youth from rural heartlands, who defies his 
preordained fate to climb the ladder of entrepreneurial success in bustling Delhi. Balram's story acts as 
a literary mirror reflecting the myriad challenges and systemic inequities that permeate the lives of 
countless individuals ensnared within India's intricate social hierarchy. Within Adiga's narrative, a candid 
commentary emerges regarding the deeply rooted disparities that shape an individual's opportunities, 
choices and aspirations. As the narrative unfolds, it lays bare the complex layers of corruption interwoven 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15387616
mailto:anshugahlawat97@gmail.com


Gahlawat and Singh (2025)   SSIJMAR, Vol. 13, No. 3 

 

51 
 

into India's societal fabric. The political and commercial machinery functions not as a realm of meritocracy 
but rather as a playground where the influential thrive through manipulation and exploitation, relegating 
the marginalized segments to endure neglect in the shadows. Corruption's omnipresence serves as a 
haunting leitmotif, mirroring the pervasiveness of a phenomenon that not only perpetuates inequality but 
also corrodes the nation's moral core. This research is grounded in the belief that literature, as a potent 
tool for social reflection, unveils dimensions of reality often overlooked by empirical analysis. Through a 
meticulous examination of The White Tiger, this paper endeavors to unravel the intricate dynamics of 
social inequality and corruption within the Indian context, shedding light on their intricate interplay. This 
novel portrays the darkest part of our country where “rottenness and corruption”, degraded and 
degenerated moral qualities take part replacing the intact age-old moral values and qualities highlighting 
the Darkness of India (Sarkar 4). This study seeks to emphasize the implications of these systemic flaws 
for both individuals and communities, unearthing the human narratives concealed beneath the veneer of 
statistical analysis. Adiga's work resonates not solely in its depiction of one protagonist's journey but in 
its capacity to echo larger societal paradigms. As the pages of The White Tiger turn, readers traverse a 
web of privilege, ambition and compromise that shapes the characters' destinies. Through this 
exploration, the research aims to enrich our comprehension of the critical junctures where social 
inequality intersects with corruption, ultimately obstructing the realization of a just and equitable society. 
In delving into the themes of social inequality and corruption as manifested in The White Tiger, this study 
bridges the gap between literature and sociopolitical discourse, demonstrating literature's potential to 
reflect and critique societal norms. Robbie Goh, in a study, ‘In the comparative study of Londonstani and 
The White Tiger’, explores the intriguing portrayal of ‘dark’ India, wherein the authors sustain diasporic 
identities while spotlighting distinct cultural facets and societal inequalities (330). The narratives 
ingeniously intertwine India's multifaceted essence and the prevalent issues of corruption, social injustice 
and communalism (332). Through their narrative choices, the authors harness the power of literature to 
navigate and sustain their diasporic identities while engaging with the intricate intricacies of their 
homeland's complex realities. Biswas and Singh, in their study relates to the novel The White Tiger 
extensively investigates into the portrayal of a postcolonial India entangled in the intricate web of poverty 
and corruption, as demonstrated by the work of Biswas (5). Through Adiga's narrative, the novel adeptly 
navigates the complexities of these contentious subjects, spotlighting the multifaceted nature of the socio-
economic landscape plagued by disparities. According to Chopra, in his study “Social Criticism in Aravind 
Adiga's The White Tiger, effectively examines the intricate layers of social critique embedded within the 
narrative. The author underscores the presence of “rottenness and corruption” (50).  It pervades 
contemporary society, acting as barriers to progress and perpetuating cycles of injustice and inequality.  
Aravind Adiga's novel The White Tiger, focus shifts to the confession of its protagonist, Balram, who 
admits to murdering his master. This revelation exposes the deep-rooted oppression experienced by a 
community at the hands of those in power, illustrating the enduring societal constraints that have 
ensnared them for generations. Adiga's writing style is characterized using satire and sarcasm, tools he 
employs to starkly contrast India's ascent as a global economic powerhouse with the character of Balram, 
who emerges from a crushing rural background. Balram becomes the resounding voice of the 
marginalized, encompassing unemployed youth, impoverished auto drivers, servants, prostitutes, 
beggars and the underprivileged. The White Tiger, Adiga ventures into the grim social realities of India, 
including poverty and hypocrisy, utilizing dark humor as his lens. This darkness symbolizes Laxmangarh, 
a small village in Bihar, ruled by feudal lords and steeped in corruption, inequality, greed and the 
oppressive demeanor of these landlords. The novel provides a stark portrayal of India's ongoing class 
struggle in the era of globalization, immersing readers in the heart of India, while delving into themes of 
religion, caste, loyalty, corruption and poverty. “By crime and cunning, in the name of the social injustice 
due to existing rich-poor divide in India” (Sebastian 235). The novel not only highlights class 
discrimination but also delves into the intricate web of casteism, vividly portraying the suffering of the 
lower castes under the dominance of the upper castes. 
 



Gahlawat and Singh (2025)   SSIJMAR, Vol. 13, No. 3 

 

52 
 

Analyzing the themes in The White Tiger holds significance as it offers a nuanced exploration of the 
consequences of economic development in India, contrasting the nation's rise as a global powerhouse 
with the stark realities faced by its underprivileged citizens. The novel serves as a powerful critique of the 
class divide and exposes the systemic inequalities deeply rooted in Indian society. It also highlights the 
role of individual agency and moral choices in navigating these challenging circumstances, prompting 
readers to reflect on the broader ethical implications of social and economic disparities. Aravind Adiga’s 
The White Tiger is a “significant text for this set of themes” (Goh 345). 
Aravind Adiga's The White Tiger serves as a literary lens through which readers gain insight into Indian 
society. The novel's narrative unfolds through the eyes of Balram Halwai, a character who undergoes a 
transformation from extreme poverty to entrepreneurship. Set in contrasting locations, including rural 
Bihar and urban Delhi, the story vividly depicts the stark disparities in Indian society. Balram's journey 
highlights class discrimination, casteism and the impact of materialism in a globalized world. The novel's 
unique perspective on India's complex social and economic landscape provides readers with a thought-
provoking examination of contemporary Indian society. 
 
Balram Halwai's journey in The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga is laden with symbolism. It represents a 
shift from poverty to prosperity, reflecting the broader socio-economic challenges in India. Balram's 
transformation from a rural servant to a successful entrepreneur symbolizes the desire for upward mobility 
and the harsh realities faced by the marginalized. His character, referred to as The White Tiger, 
symbolizes exceptional qualities and intelligence amidst adversity. Balram's journey serves as a 
microcosm of India's complex social and economic landscape, highlighting issues of class discrimination 
and the pursuit of success through unorthodox means. The novel examines issues of the “Hindu religion, 
caste, loyalty, corruption and poverty in India” (Robins). Social inequality in contemporary India is 
characterized by stark socio-economic disparities, particularly evident in the rural-urban divide. In rural 
areas, a significant portion of the population continues to struggle with poverty, limited access to 
education, healthcare, and basic amenities. This divide is exacerbated by unequal resource distribution, 
with urban centers experiencing more significant development and infrastructure improvements. Rural 
residents often face challenges like unemployment and lack of economic opportunities, perpetuating the 
cycle of poverty.  The White Tiger voices the “social injustice of modern India” (Saravanan 165). The 
urban-rural gap highlights the pressing need for policies and initiatives to address these disparities and 
promote inclusive development in India. 
 
In contemporary India, caste and class hierarchies remain deeply entrenched, forming pervasive social 
strata. The caste system, a centuries-old social hierarchy, still influences various aspects of life, including 
education, employment and marriage. Discrimination and prejudice against lower-caste individuals 
persist, despite legal efforts to eradicate caste-based discrimination. Alongside caste, class divisions 
based on economic disparities also play a significant role in shaping social strata. The intersection of 
caste and class further exacerbates inequality, with marginalized communities often experiencing the 
harshest consequences. Addressing these entrenched hierarchies remains a crucial challenge for India's 
ongoing social progress. 
 
Political corruption in India involves the manipulation and exploitation of political power for personal gain. 
It encompasses various unethical practices, such as bribery, embezzlement, nepotism, and electoral 
fraud, among others. Corrupt politicians misuse their authority to amass wealth, secure favorable policies 
for themselves or their associates and perpetuate their positions of power. This widespread political 
corruption undermines the democratic principles of transparency, accountability, and fairness, hindering 
India's socio-economic development and exacerbating social inequality. “Corrupt politicians are produced 
by a corrupt society in India” (Pasari 2015). Addressing political corruption is essential for promoting good 
governance and ensuring that public resources are allocated fairly and efficiently. 
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Business corruption in India involves a range of unethical practices within the corporate sector, including 
bribery, fraud, embezzlement, and nepotism. Companies may engage in corrupt activities to gain a 
competitive edge, secure government contracts, or evade taxes. Nepotism, where family members or 
close associates are favored for positions or contracts, is particularly prevalent. Business corruption not 
only erodes trust in the private sector but also has broader economic implications, as it diverts resources 
away from productive investments and hinders overall economic growth. Effective measures to combat 
business corruption are crucial for fostering a fair and transparent business environment that benefits 
both companies and the wider society. 
 
The novel serves as a powerful mirror reflecting the stark realities of contemporary India, emphasizing 
themes of class discrimination, casteism and the relentless struggle for survival in a rapidly changing 
world. Balram Halwai's “who bears inequality, corruption and injustice in the society” transformative 
journey, from abject poverty to entrepreneurial success, stands at the core of the narrative, offering a 
unique perspective on India's complex socio-economic landscape (Narasiman 7). It underscores the 
pressing need for social awareness and reform in a postcolonial nation striving to overcome deeply 
entrenched challenges.  
 
Adiga's work, characterized by dark humor and satire, challenges the prevailing narrative of India's rise 
as a global economic powerhouse by exploring into the grim social realities of the marginalized. Balram, 
“The hero of The White Tiger is Balram, a poor boy who has made good by doing some very bad things” 
aptly referred to as The White Tiger due to his exceptional qualities, emerges as a rare gem from the 
depths of a crushing rural background (Salinsky). His transformation from extreme poverty to 
entrepreneurial success becomes a focal point, provoking questions about the means to achieve success 
and the value of loyalty and resilience.  
 
Beyond Balram's gripping confession and transformation, the novel encapsulates the voices and 
struggles of various characters representing the marginalized segments of Indian society. These 
characters, including unemployed youths, impoverished auto drivers, servants, prostitutes, beggars and 
the underprivileged, become conduits for Adiga's exploration of India's grim social realities, illuminated 
by his signature dark humor. Each character's story resonates with themes of poverty, hypocrisy, 
corruption, and inequality, contributing to a vivid portrayal of India's complex class struggle amidst 
globalizations. Their narratives collectively expose the underbelly of Indian society, shedding light on the 
need for social reform and justice in a rapidly changing world. 
 
The novel's exploration of inequality and societal restrictions, exemplified through the confession of 
Balram, the protagonist, who admits to murdering his master, reverberates through generations, leaving 
a deep psychological toll on the characters. Adiga's writing style, characterized by satire and sarcasm, 
masterfully unveils the stark contrast between India's global economic rise and Balram's rural origins, 
highlighting the voices of the marginalized and underprivileged. Within the pages of the novel, Adiga 
explores into the grim social realities of India, using dark humor as his lens, symbolizing the darkness in 
Laxmangarh and offering a stark portrayal of India's class struggle “full monopoly on the mental field” 
amidst globalization (Seftina). Balram's transformation from poverty to entrepreneurship prompts 
profound questions about the cost of success and the value of loyalty and resilience. Through Balram's 
narrative,  
 

Conclusion 
This research paper sheds light on the themes of social inequality and corruption in contemporary India 
through the analysis of Arvind Adiga's The White Tiger. It highlights the critical role of literature in 
exposing and criticizing societal issues, providing valuable insights into the complexities of social 
structures and the sacrifices individuals make to break free from their societal constraints. The research 
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contributes to a deeper understanding of social inequality, corruption and their implications for individuals 
and society. In conclusion, this research has shed light on the intricate interplay between social inequality, 
corruption, and literature through an analysis of The White Tiger. The novel's characters, narratives, and 
themes provide a lens through which readers can navigate the nuanced layers of contemporary Indian 
society. By engaging with the novel's depiction of socio-economic disparities and systemic corruption, 
readers gain a deeper understanding of the challenges faced by individuals and communities striving for 
upward mobility and justice. As the concluding section, this segment underscores the importance of 
ongoing discourse and research in addressing these pressing societal issues within both the fictional 
realm and the real world. 
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